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HEAD COACH LES MILES
Opening statement...
Good afternoon, all. The Oklahoma State game certainly was something we wanted more for. I can tell you that our kids are still fighting. I looked at that film and I wanted
to be very critical and I was not. So we made mistakes. Mistakes can be corrected. And I accept their effort and energy. So questions.
On what he saw from the running game...
“We didn’t necessarily execute what we needed to do up front to have success. So and if we could bottle up Pooka a little bit and keep him in line somewhere, that would be
good too. So, but he makes more yards on his own than guys who would have instruct him.”
On what broke down in the first half...
“Well, the effort was there. You have to take, in certain, in line play, you have to take certain steps in certain hand placements, and I think it was there. I just don’t think it
was consistent, that would be the word for me.
On Malik Clark’s status...
“I think he’ll be available for this game. I’m not certain, but he, it’s not a terribly serious injury.”
On the decision to put Manny Miles in at quarterback...
“Yeah, next season is not the thing that we’re trying to do. We have two games left and certainly one at a time, we want to play the best players. And we were looking, not
necessarily for future in terms of years. What we’re looking for is an opportunity to make a play and get us a kind of new start and maybe get us a drive that we would enjoy.
But I think what it did is it did give us a spark. I think when Carter went back on the field, I think he enjoyed the time and he did so with a lot of effort and energy.”
On if he wishes he had put Carter Stanley back in sooner...
“Yeah. We think Carter’s going to be certainly a guy in the next, to finish the season, that can do some very special things and we just want to see that happen. We, and
again, Manny coming into the game was something that he had earned. But also, we were looking to substitute that pitcher that gives us a left, can maybe get a couple outs
and then gets us out of the inning.”
On conversations with Carter Stanley since Saturday...
“Very short conversation. Said kind of what I just mentioned here. This was just a, we’re not making any serious decisions here. This is a short-term relief.”
On whether he is considering a position change for Thomas MacVittie...
“No, no. That’s just a position of convenience that allows you to put another quarterback in. So, yeah, he’s not going to play wide receiver.”
On what will benefit Thomas MacVittie in the future...
“Well, I honestly, just some more time under center, I think will benefit him.”
On how he feels about the season...
“Honestly, I discussed that this morning and I think that, I think it’s going really well. I think the things that we have done, we have put in place will be things that will stay
there a long time and I think we’re going to be better. So I want to take these, this team that I have here one game at a time. But certainly an opportunity to win two. And,
yeah, I think we’re in position that we need to be in. Now, I would like to have won every game. Let’s, certainly that’s the case. But I didn’t expect this to be a one-season stop.
I figured that we would be doing long-term work here, and frankly, I think the work that we have done speaks for itself. But it also, I think our guys are capable and I think
we have not shown our best team yet and I think that we can do that as we go forward.”
On what has allowed Stephon Robinson Jr., to flourish...
“It was just something that we have seen. We knew that he had that ability and we’re going to give him the ball.”
On Stephon Robinson Jr.’s confidence...
“Yeah, I want you to know something. I have always seen him as a very confident guy. I don’t know that it needed to grow much. He knows his assignments, he knows
where he’s supposed to be, he tells the guy next to him how to lineup, he makes very difficult catches, he is a physical player, he’s a really great blocker. I’m a fan of Stephon
Robinson and he doesn’t need much more than what he has.”
On what he would like to see out of the last two games...
“Well, like, I will give you an example. I know statistically we’re not necessarily where we need to be on defense. But in third down we were, we stopped them eight of 12
times, got turnovers in key situations. And so defensively, things like that, if that continues, that’s just what we would like to have happen. Offensively, we need to sustain
drives and finish. And if we do that, again, I think our guys are capable. We just got to get consistency.”
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On the differences over the last two games with Brent Dearmon...
“Yeah. Consistency, just kind of what I just said. I think we need to be a -- I think the plan is pretty much laid out, okay, and I think the players certainly understand it and
they just need to be consistently performing and executing and that’s it. I think we’re, I think we know what to do. We just need to do it and do it and get a, get our tempo
back. To me, we have had tempo in that practice facility, we have had tempo in several key games, and at times it looks like we’re just an unstoppable team. That’s the kind
of tempo and that’s the kind of consistency that I would like to have.”
On the tempo being the difference...
“No. You know, I think that each game’s a little different from that respect. I think they attack us and we attack them in different ways. Yeah, I just think that, I think that if
we continue to pursue what we’re doing, I think we’ll be fine. It’s just that it’s consistency’s the issue.”
On redshirting some of the younger players...
“Certain guys have played in three games. Certain guys have played in less than that. So those guys that can play, will play. And those guys that won’t, that can’t play in a
game, we’ll have to keep them out.”
On the rotation of the offensive line...
“Considering the, considering Malik’s injury and considering we wanted to keep guys that could play several different spots and rotated them through so that they wouldn’t
necessarily have to endure a position that they have not prepared to play. So we have moved them around to give them some comfort in the assignment situations so that
they will know the plays and be good at it. And what we’re looking forward to is being able to put a number of guys out there that can really play.”
On rotating the two centers...
“Well, the two centers. Yeah, the two centers are guys that are, that, frankly, are a little nicked up and need some back end of the season rest. Being spelled by a teammate.”
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